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Secondary School Begins for 8th Grade Graduates
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On February 10, 2010, Hamomi’s first set of Form 1 students (high
school freshmen) began attending secondary schools throughout
Kenya. We have already received word that they are adjusting well
to the high demands and pressures of this new environment. We are
happy to report that Hilary Hampha joined the Nkubu Boys scouting
club, Clinton Ndori is on Hopewell Academy’s soccer team, Godfree
Adede is on the Igembe Boys rugby team and Briton Adegu recently : :
spent the weekend at a new friend’s family’s home. We are so proud Hilary Hampha practices tying his
of all that they are doing! tie on the first day of school

SELL YOUR HOME AND BENEFIT HAMOMI: Buying/selling a home in the Seattle-area? Contact Vincent
Mullally (206-291-0181), Associate Broker at Windermere Real Estate. For every Hamomi referral that
results in a sale, Vincent will donate 10% of his commission to Hamomi. Sell your home and make a
difference!

PING PONG TABLES NEEDED: Bellevue High’s Hamomi Club will be holding a Ping Pong Tournament in
late spring and is currently in need of ping pong tables. Contact us if you or someone you know has a
table they can borrow.

Hamomi’s First Annual Dinner and Auction Raises $33,727

We are pleased to announce that Hamomi’s First Annual Dinner and Auction, held on Saturday, Febru-
ary 6, 2010, was an incredible success, raising $33,727. With South Lake Union serving as the back-
drop, 129 guests were treated to an evening of African music by Shi Daa, silent auction, dessert dash,
dinner, and a presentation by Executive Director, Susie
Marks. Beyond the bidding wars and frantic dessert grabbing,
it was a night to celebrate Hamomi—its inspiring history, phe-
nomenal accomplishments, and exciting future. It was an
opportunity to raise money, bring friends together, and pro-
mote awareness, but also our first real chance to “come out”
and articulate to supporters our solid goals, thoughtful imple- |
mentation strategy, and motivation to accomplish whatever
we set out to achieve.

Money raised from the event will allow us to confidently expand the feeding program to three meals a
day, seven days a week, pay our teachers and raise the salaries of our two Kenyan administrators.
Huge thanks to our Table Captains and all those who attended or volunteered. You helped make this a

memorable night for Hamomi!
DONATE

It feels serendipitous that the final expansion of our feeding program to three meals day, seven days a
week happens to coincide with the one year anniversary of its inception. Looking back, it is astounding
to see where we were and just how far we have come in one year.

Feeding Program Celebrates its One-Year Anniversary

Beginning the feeding program in February 2009 was a tremendous but necessary risk. It was evident
that our students were not receiving adequate food at home; they were lethargic, prone to illness, and
unable to concentrate throughout the full day. However, our donor base was still growing and we felt
nervous about increasing our operating costs by so much so quickly. What if we could not raise enough
money to fund it each month? Was it fair to potentially lift our students’ hopes only to have them
crushed months later if the program ended? When it came down to it, we knew that offering them a
first-rate education meant they needed to eat even if this
meant only one meal a day or that the program might only last
for a month or two. Deep down we knew that we had to take

.| this scary but necessary plunge.

i We began by offering lunch, Monday through Friday and the

A results were immediate; attendance rose to near-perfect,
exam results improved and students were more energetic and
healthier than ever before. Proof of the undeniable change

“| came when our Volunteer Liaison, Simon Sakudah, was visiting
Hamomi and asked if we had gotten an entirely different set
of students, because he could not recognize these kids. But
indeed they were the same kids; only now they were being fed and given the ability to look and act
like healthy, nourished children. In April 2009, we felt financially secure enough to expand the pro-
gram to begin providing breakfast and lunch, Monday through Saturday. As expected the results were
phenomenal: medical costs plummeted and exam scores soared.

Over the past year we have seen the tremendous impact food has had on our students’ lives. It took a
leap of faith and an unwillingness to ignore the depths of our students’ poverty. If we had focused on
creating a first-rate educational facility while neglecting the brutal reality that students with even the
most loving parents often received less than one meal a day, where would we be? A student with a
rumbling belly will not retain what is taught in class, will be more susceptible to illness, and will ulti-
mately receive only a partial education. If we’ve learned anything this past year, it’s that a multi-
million dollar facility means nothing if students are not learning within it; long-term development must
go hand-in-hand with short-term development. With this in mind, in April 2010 we will finally complete
the feeding program, offering breakfast, lunch and dinner, seven days a week. We can now shift our
focus to Hamomi’s long-term development.

Thanks to the following individuals/businesses for their generous support: Bibian Odhiambo = Natalie Spaccarelli =
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Jessica Lerner = Carol Gisela Schmidt = Kathy Adams = Carly Cavalier = Jennifer Lutz = Jeremy Best = Jack Martin =
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Lauren Czaplicki = Thomas & Suzanne McGill = Roxanne & Tom Gibes = Trevor Kasal = Ted & Joyce Cox = Sunil Abra-
ham & Brenda Williams = Ted & Allie Dworkin = Clay & Robin Martin = Gagik & Rita Apkarian = Yann & Angie Chris-
tensen = Tim & Lizzy Moxey = Laurent & Amy Rotival = Vincent & Dianne Ventrasca = Beth Colgan = Mike Davis &
Jennifer Filipovich = Katrina Kerkering & Alex Chen = Chris Kerkering & Atieno Odhiambo = Ty Talbot & Julie Spon-
sler = Anand Desai = Jason & Lauren Formo = Stephanie Jochim = Alex Malek = Becca Miller = Jacob Miller = Pam
Cowan & Steve Miller = Mike & Cathy Pirello = John & Lorrie Robideaux = Ben & Amber Graeber = Brian & Lynn
Kuske = Bill & Chris Marks = Karen Roper = David & Cathy Wellington = Colleen Crowley = Joe Fado = Marjory Wilkens
= Jan Kritzer = Gordan & Saskia Schaeffer = Arlene Vaskevitch = Robert & Kathy Troll = Christopher Troll = Doug &
Mary Casady = Kathy Fisher = Gerald & Bridget Swanson = David & Barbara Will = Michael & Mary Beth Johnston =
Keats Landis = Joy Roush = Sara Schmidt = Susanne Lenhardt = Chip & Amanda Goss = Michael & Kelly Lippman =
Chuck & Maryanne Martin = Matt & Leslie Dresdner = Kimberlee House = Joe & Lila Greengard = Luetta Jermu-
lowske = Jeff & Kathi Jermulowske = Robert & Jill Squires = Hailey Squires = David & Leslie Trout = Maria & Mark
Roberts = Carl Harris = Jacob & Melinda Lemberg = Tana Martin = Joe & Sarah McIntyre = Vincent & Alex Mullally =
Scott & Sally Osborne = Jane Shubin = Bob & Mona Green = Michael & Jackie Riddick = Dany & Evy Vasen = Jim &
Cathy Ford = Eliot Green = Sarah Coad = Darnell Foskett = Joelle North = Kari Rowberg = Shoshanna Weed = John &
Mary Leone = Charlie Witte = Kevin Haywood = AM-Jewelry = Paint the Town Ceramics Studio = Red X Hair Studio =
Rudy's Barbershop = Simplicity Salon = Shakti Vinyasa Yoga Studios = Lush Cosmetics = Mimi's Gelato = Lucky Strike
Lanes = Grand Cru = 520 Bar and Grill = Gilbert's Main Street Deli = Victrola Coffee Roaster = Stumptown Coffee =
Seattle International Film Festival = Hopvine Pub = Unexpected Productions = Cookies by Design = QFC = Vino Verite
* McCormick & Schmick's = Macrina Bakery = Vios = Wink Cupcakes = Intrigue Chocolate = The Confectional = Rocky
Mountain Chocolate Factory = Olivar = Essential Bakery = B&O Café = Tutta Bella = Alaska Silk Pie Company = Caffe
Ladro = Radha Pyari = Bennett Haselton = Michelle Jordan = Kathryn Bradley

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. To donate or learn more about Hamomi Children’s
Centre visit us online at www.Hamomi.org. Questions or comments please email us.
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