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▪ Jackie Gallant 
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▪ Lindsay McKay 
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▪ Cameron Combe 
▪ Danny Petrisor 
▪ Bev Mehlman 
▪ Helen Wong 
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▪ Lindsay Hoyer Ludwick 
▪ Lauren Ressler 
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Hamomiõs First Graduating 8th Grade Class 

2010 Hamomi Calendars Available 

Still don’t have a 2010 calendar? If so, please consider purchasing a 2010 
Hamomi Calendar for $25. It is filled with wonderful student artwork 
and photographs plus interesting facts about Hamomi. Click here to 
purchase one today!   

First Annual Dinner and Auction February 6th 

Join us on February 6, 2010 for Hamomi’s First Annual Dinner and Auc-
tion. The night will include dinner, dessert dash, silent auction, and 
musical entertainment. Tickets are $50 and can be purchased online.  
 
If you would like more information or you cannot attend but would like 
to volunteer, please contact us .  

DONATE  

There is something incredibly special about kids who stay in school 
despite their severe disadvantages in life. This could not be more evi-
dent than with Hamomi’s first graduating 8th grade class; a set of chil-
dren who have gone from begging in the streets to begging to come to 
school on Saturdays and Sundays; who are so motivated that they man-
age the key to their own classroom because they get to school before 
their teachers and leave after them. 
 
In Kenya, while it is rare to complete primary school, it is even rarer to 
go to secondary school. Our 8th graders’ chances increased when spon-
sors stepped in to 
cover the costs, but 
one hurdle remained: 
the Kenya Certificate 
of Primary Education 
exam. All primary 
graduates must pass 
the KCPE exam to 
attend secondary 
school. This is not a 
simple test that any 
student who paid attention can pass – it is hard, detailed and archaic.  
 
For our 8th graders, 2009 was devoted entirely to preparing for this 
exam. They studied instead of participating in Hamomi’s extracurricu-
lar activities, worked one-on-one with the American volunteers to re-
view their weaker subjects, and used every ounce of spare time to quiz 
each other. In November, to commend their hard work over the year, we 
held a party for them the week before their exams. All their parents and 
guardians attended, including one especially proud papa, Raphael 
Etenyi, Michael Mwenje’s father and Hamomi’s founder. Each guest 
gave a short speech of encouragement and three American volunteers 
read an original poem aloud: 
 
Class eight, Class eight, we like you a lot.  
Fresh ugali is very hot. 
You'll take your big exam next week,  
We know you'll do great, so relax.  Don't freak. 
Science, math, and social studies. 
You'll pass with flying colors and so will your buddies. 
Raphael and Musumba came to support you. 
Even Mr. Gouda brought a smile or two. 
Both Kenya and America are on your side. 
You make us glad and fill us with pride. 
Today is the day to celebrate. 
So tip your glass and fill up your plate. 

 
This was the first time 
Hamomi was being held 
to a national standard and 
we were all nervous. We 
needed to prove that eve-
rything we tell volunteers, 
donors and supporters is 
true. We knew these kids 
were smart, that they de-
served to pass, and how 
hard they worked, but 
would the exam prove this? 
On December 28, 2009, we received Hamomi’s most incredible news to 
date: ALL SIX eighth graders passed their exams and were eligible for 
secondary school.  
 
It is difficult to explain just how much this means, but this email from 
Hilary Hampha, one of our graduates, sums it up best: 
 
“We just found out our scores today in the morning. I am so excited 
that I managed to score 335 marks out of 500. The lifetime before I 
reached here has faded away and right now I feel like I can rebuild my 
future and become as successful as I can imagine. Where you pulled me 
from is so far from here compared to the time we met. I am so glad that 
you have always supported me in any of my dreams, I promise you to 
work hard so that I can achieve the goals that I am dreaming about. I 
will persevere in everything, whether it is good or bad, excitement or 
sadness, I will be humble and aim high so that if I fail, I won’t be so 
down, I will be even higher.” 
 
When they begin class in February, we know they will continue to be 

the kind of students that they were at Hamomi. We know they will 

make the same impression on their teachers as they do on everyone they 

meet. In the meantime, we are basking in this news. What a fabulous 

way to start 2010! -Susie Marks & Jamie Clayton 

8th graders, with teachers, after their last exam 
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