
Hamomiõs New Art Program  

Art at Hamomi used to mean a box of crayons shared amongst a 

dozen students. Artwork might be a drawing of a òcupó or òhenó, 

words they had learned in English class. It certainly did not involve 

paints, pastels, or thinking outside the box. Knowing the importance 

of art ñhow it develops the brain, allows you to express yourself, and 

changes the way you perceive the world ñwe decided that art at 

Hamomi had to truly be art .  

In mid-September we introduced art class to grades 1 -7 and have 

since seen more than just a marked improvement in their work. We 

have seen excitement in their eyes 

as they tried new mediums and a 

shift in the way they express and 

think about the world. Each day 

they are anxious to know whose 

turn it is for art class or what new 

project they will work on that day.  

 

Art class has revealed the power of 

incorporating fine arts into the cur-

riculum. While math or science are 

necessary subjects to master, they 

are based in formula and rules and 

do not require abstract thinking. Instead of being asked to simply 

repeat or memorize, art asks students to think on their own without 

strict instruction, to use their imagination, and to translate their 

ideas into unique works of art.  

 

With the resources and supplies now available to them, art will con-

tinue to play an important role in the growth and development of 

Hamomi students. Special thanks to all those who donated art sup-

plies, particularly the NeoArt School of Seattle, WA.  

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. To donate or learn more about Hamomi Childrenõs 

Centre visit us online at www.Hamomi.org . Questions or comments please email us.  

With six Americans currently working at Hamomi, we thought it 

would be fun to introduce and celebrate Halloween with the stu-

dents.  

Wearing masks the students created during the week, they trick -or-

treated throughout the classrooms, learned about Halloween, did 

relay races, and danced. It was a great experience for all, even 

though we all came to the same conclusion: Halloween truly is a bi-

zarre holiday. Regardless, the students were happy to partake and 

had fun racing between the classrooms collecting sweets.  It was a 

day that the students, staff, and Americans will never forget.  

Halloween at Hamomi  
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Being in Kenya for the past two months has given me an incredible opportunity to get to know 
our students and witness how they directly benefit from your continued support. In the USA, a 
field trip to the museum or an hour art class are things we easily take for granted, however for our 
students these are once-in-a-lifetime opportunities that would not be possible without your in-
volvement. Please help us continue to give our students unique opportunities that allow them to 
grow, develop, and expand their minds by supporting us in whatever way you can. 
  
Sincerely, 
Jamie Clayton 
Director of Donor Relations 

HOLIDAY GIVING 
With the holidays around the 

corner, please consider do-

nating to Hamomi in honor of 

a loved one. Gifts of $100+ 

will receive Hamomiõs 2010 

calendar. Individual calendars 

can be purchased for $25. For 

more information contact us. 

Thanks to the following individuals, 

for their generous donations: 

Bibian Odhiambo 

Roxanne & Tom Gibes 

Trevor Kasal 

Jon Baker 

Eyleen Chou 

Lauren Czaplicki 

Sarah Smith 

Ted Riese 

Timothy Bartelt  

Jessie Lee 

Kyla Peyton-Buzi  

Eileen Otis 

Nich Wisland 

Leah Coccari-Swift  

Isaac Hacerola 

James and LuAnn Chen 

Brett Hewitt  

Jack Bumgardner 

Matt Razore 

Nadira Dossa 

Andrea Slawson 

Anthony Hall 

Peter Erickson 

Taylor Mills 

Nick Bumgardner 

Rachel Gohier 

Lindsey Kirschenbaum 

Ted and Allie Dworkin  

Chuck Bilow 

Matt Russell 

Gary Scott 

James Tsou-Wong 

Terrell Beck  

Meghan McIntyre 

Mac Martin 

Joe Witless 

Steele Rippe Johnson 

Ramsey Warren 

Adam Hay 

Brett Amos 

Michael Riddick 

Maria Sherry 

Ross Mudrick 

Cara Fitzgerald 

Evan Myers 

Dravis Tea 

Alex Dunlop 

John McPherson 

Danny Razore 

DONATE 

On October 9th, 30 students and 

5 teachers left the slums, some 

for the first time in their lives, 

and visited the Nairobi National 

Museum and the Kenyan Na-

tional Archive. All students took 

the field trip very seriously and 

soaked up information through-

out the day. Hamomiõs Director, 

Raphael Etenyi commented, 

òTheir interest to learn was evi-

dent...even the younger students who do not write well were busy 

writing.ó  

Managers at both the Archives and Museum assumed they were from 

another country, as they were 

the most well -behaved students 

both had ever seen. They were 

amazed to learn that the stu-

dents were in fact from a 

nearby slum. After the revela-

tion, they promised to visit 

Hamomi, gave the students a 

prime spot to eat lunch, and 

offered free admission for 

Hamomiõs next visit. Due to the 

overwhelming success of this 

first field trip, we are confident that all 100 students will be able to 

attend the next field trip.  

Hamomiõs First Field Trip a Success 
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