
To donate or learn more about us visit www.hamomi.org.  

To learn more about our fiscal sponsor visit www.liftupafrica.org.  

For questions, comments, or removal from this mailing list please email 

hamomi.jamie@gmail.com 

Thank you for your continued interest and support of our mission. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jamie Clayton 
Business Director  

Last week we were informed by Raphael, Director of Hamomi Children’s Centre, that six 
children had developed the chicken pox. Since we were not on the ground to observe 
their symptoms we sent him information on 
the illness to calm his fears and urged him to 
send the children home and allow them 
plenty of rest. By the next day the symptoms 
had worsened to include rash, fever, confu-
sion, and vomiting—symptoms not usually 
associated with chicken pox.  
 
Anyone who has worked closely with 
Hamomi, donated money, or attended any of 
our events, knows that Hamomi continues to 
struggle financially. Thanks to Macy’s “Shop 
for a Cause” and some generous donations 
this past month, the board was finally in a 
position to pay off many long-standing debts and deal with this possibly life-threatening 
health crisis. In the end, eight children were hospitalized, treated for the measles, and 
are now on their way to full recovery.  
 
Had we not had this money we may have been faced with some very hard decisions. 
Luckily we were not in this position and hopefully we never have to make decisions as to 
whether rent is more important than medical care, or medical care more important than 
food. This situation made all members of the board extremely grateful to everyone who 
donated or volunteered this past month. It also made us realize how fragile the system of 
international aid truly is, a month with no donations could result in decisions being made 
that inadvertently put a price on the lives of the children. While we hope such situations 

never arise, we stand by our commitment to make 
any decision based off what is right, not what is cost
-effective.  
 
As a children’s center we must support our children 
from the beginning, which means standing up for 
their most basic human rights: access to food, shel-

ter and clothing; education; and quality healthcare. We now enter another month unable 
to pay rent coupled by the ever-present unexpected costs associated with supporting 100 
children. Such hurdles make the long-term goals seem even further off. We sincerely ask 
that you consider making a donation to Hamomi Children’s Centre. Your donation will go 
towards both these short and long-term goals and will put us in a position where never 
will we have to ask, “How much is a human life worth?”     

Eight Children Sick With The Measles 

Thanks to All Who Attended Scrabble for Kenya 
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Thanks to all those who gave up their gorgeous Saturday afternoon on August 23rd, to 
support Hamomi Children’s Centre’s “Scrabble for Kenya” fundraiser. We raised nearly 
$150 which will go towards paying our outstanding food vendor bill. A special thanks to 
Noah’s Bagels and Starbucks for providing delicious food and drinks; the Jewish Commu-
nity Center of Mercer Island for the lovely space; and Sonic Boom Records, Yoga Bliss, 
Tatters, and What to Wear for donating prizes.  

On Saturday, September 20th Macy’s Depart-
ment store held their annual “Shop for a 
Cause” event. For $5 customers received a 
coupon for 10-20% off all purchases and the 
chance to win a $500 Macy’s gift card. In total 
we raised nearly $900!! A huge thanks to our 
volunteers: Jordan Burghardt, Meghan McIn-
tyre, Ross Mudrick, and Chris Marks, and all 
those who bought coupons.  

Shop for a Cause a Huge Success 

Our top fundraiser, Jordan Burghardt, 

helping sell coupons at Macy’s 

Thanks to the following people for 
their generous donations: 
-Christopher Mahoney 
-William Coley 
-Romain Pizon 


